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The Renaissance (1350-1550 c.e.)

The Renaissance is an French word which 
means rebirth.  In this context, it refers to 
the "rebirth" or awakening of Western 
Europe from the Middle Ages.

This period is sometimes referred to as the 
Italian Renaissance because it originated in 
Northern Italy.

The reason "rebirth" fits is that all of the 
knowledge and learning of the Greeks and 
Romans that was lost (in Western Europe) 
during the Middle Ages, comes flooding 
back into the region.

Italy's central location on the Mediterranean, made it 
ideal for trade.  
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The Crusades:  A series of wars in which Europe tries to 
reclaim the Holy Land, which had fallen under the control 
of the Ottoman Empire.  

The Holy Land refers to Jerusalem and the surrounding 
land.  This area, which had been under the control of the 
Byzantine Empire (Christian) was taken over by the 
Ottoman Empire (Muslims).
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The decline in the power of the Catholic 
Church during the Reformation.

(4 reasons)

1.  Power politics.  The Pope overextends 
his power into political affairs in Europe 
which is rebuked by the French King.

Ex: Boniface VIII is kidnapped by Philip IV of 
France.  

The Great Schism:  refers to a period in time 
in which there were two popes serving at the 
same time.  The Pope in Rome and the Pope 
in Avignon.

This lasts for seventy years until it is 
peacefully resolved.  However, it was a sign 
of a great loss in power for the church which 
was caused by an attempt to overreach in to 
political affairs by strong-arming the 
monarchs of Europe.
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-The Renaissance and humanism took power 
away form the church.

-Ex: Papal Indulgences. Extravagent 
lifestyle of some church officials.

4. Reformation:  calls for reform of the 
Catholic Church across Europe.

-The complaints by Martin Luther fall on deaf 
ears and he is excommunicated by the 
Church.  (Excommunication: cease to exist 
in the eyes of the church.) 

Begins Lutheranism: a new protestant faith 
based on the three principles.  

1.  Justification by Faith.  A person's faith 
alone is enough for  him to go to heaven.  
The church is not needed.

2. The Bible is the ultimate authority and a 
person does not need a priest to interpret it.  
People can read it and interpret it for 
themselves.

Gutenberg Bible: Due to the invention of the Gutenberg 
printing press, the Bible is translated into vernacular 
(common languages) and widely distributed during the 
reformation.



March 03, 2017

-This means that a Christian would  
not have to go to confession in order 
to be forgiven for sins.

persecution: to treat someone cruelly or 
unfairly especially for race or political beliefs.

Questions to consider:  How do you think 
these concepts will impact the power of the 
Church?  The ability of the Church to control 
it's message.  Church finances?

or not



March 03, 2017

Calvinists: Puritans in England.
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Henry VIII died of 
syphilis, a sexually 
transmitted disease.  
(Not an ironic death)
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waning: to become progressively smaller; 
weaker.

waxing: to increase in size, strength, 
prosperity, or numbers.

Protestants:  Roman Catholics who wanted 
to reform the Catholic Church and then 
started their own religions after the reform 
movement failed to change the Church.


